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THE STATE'S OUTSTANDINE PRO BONO LAWYERS
0

his year we recognize 16
lawyers throughout California for their deep commitment to
pro bono work, fighting for the rights of the most vulnerable—

from Latino voters in Modesto to garment workers in Los
Angeles. Lawyers can’t apply for this award. [nstead, we
select winners based on our own reporting, and from
nominations submitted by nonprofit organizations
statewide. Whether they are sole practitioners, small-
firm attorneys, corporate counsel, or big-firm lawyers,
all are doing volunteer work that is essential to their
clients’ interests. The Angel Awards are our way of
thanking them for their service.
—the editors of California Lawyer
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Judith Z. Gold

FELLER CHRRAN, SAN FRAMCEROD

odd was a key member of the
tigation team thm h{'llwd
The Public Interest Law
F'rnjm.'l (PILPY in Oakland block a
reduction in wellare benelits. Uncder
the siricter u]'iglhil:ll:.' requirements
proposed by the Alameda County
Soctal Services Agency earlier this vear, at least 5000 of the
county’s 8,500 welfare recipients stood to lose all their bene-
fies, PILP Co-Director Stephien E. Ronfeld: contacted Gold,
and within a few days they were *working late at night and
on weekends, emailing each other at 3 a.m.” about the case,
zays Ronleldt. “She put in well over 500 hours. This is prob-
ably the best pro bono help Pve had in 40 years.” Indecd,
Alameda County Superior Court Judge David E. Hunter
siruck down the county’s proposed changes, and the welfare
benefits were retained (Warkins v County of Alameda). Next
manith Gold joins PILP as its public benefits anomey:

Byron J. Gross

HOOFER LUNDY & SO0EMAN, LOS aNOGELES

g r nearly two decades, Gross
2 worked pro bono for the
HIV and AIDS Legal Services

Alliance (HALSA), pursuing health
care acoess and federal disability-
benefit appeals. He has personally rep-
resented more than 20 clienis living
with HIV and AIDS, Gross's work includes settling an
HIV-discrimination case in which the client had been denbed
midical treatment, and litigating an ERISA complaint for a
client whose insurance carricr had denicd long-term disabil-
ity bencfits. He usually has at least one open pro bone case
with HALSA, spending 10 1o 530 howrs on cach, When a
HALSA client had his Supplemental Security Income pay-
micnis and Medi-Cal coverage suspended last vear withouw
explanation—and then was charged 516,500 for an o ETpLY-

mient—Gross took the case and discovered that the Social
Security Administration had erred. Alter several months of
achvocacy, the S5A waived the $16,500 overcharge. Gross also
got the clients health care benefis reinscaned.

Michelene E. Insalaco

SRR AN NS ALAC O SAN FEANOISEO

salaco ook on an appellate

L issue lor Kimberly E. Lynch, a
B amily law anorney in Morgan
Hill, in a pending case on behall of
her client, a worman |illpli.|1|r| i child- d
custody -IJI.‘ll!H.I.l.lI.' with the childs big-
||.|-.|.'|ir.'u| fatler. The mother did no

‘Judith put in well over 500 hours,
probably the best pro bono help
I've had in 40 years.”

want the father 1o be granted visiation rights, on the ground
that the four-year-old boy had allegedly been conceived as a
result of the father raping her. *A few days after 1 asked her,
Michelene agreed o work pro bono on the crse,” says Lynch
Her client, a Jehovahis Witness, alleged that in meetings with
church elders the biological father had admitted that he
raped her. The irial court rubed that clergy-penitent privilege
woulld apply, thus barring discovery of the crucial evidence.
Undaunted, Insalaco won an q'xlr.u,:-n;linnr}- writ [rom the
Sixth Appellate District, which found that the clergy-peni-
tent [In!l'i.'l."lltgt did mar :1]:1![_1_.' Ly ary commaunicalions maide l'r}
the client or her alleged rapist in mectings with Jehovah's
Wiiness elders when third parties were present. “Mow we
can depose the elders, and they must testily 1o those conver-
satbons,” savs Lynch, Insalaco also is a mainstay of the Fam-
ily Law Project of the 5an Francisco Bar Association’s
Velunteer Legal Services Program, having handled more than
30 [2l48] By e wnce 1992,

Richard R. Wiebe

SOLE PRACTITIONER. SAMN FRANCISCD

be's pro bono work for
the Electronic Frontier
Foundation (EFF) and

the Center [or H-iul-l.1g:ica'| Dhve r'.u.'i|1l,-
nakes wp r.ar.-i]}' mare than halfl his
pl'.ll.'l:lt‘l.'. Sifiee 2001 ke has v.-'::lrl:-r.:l;l
ot EFF cases dl.':ﬂi.n_g with free :»'.pl::n;'h_
privacy, and electronic voting machines. More recently, he
plaved a critical role in EFF% suit against AT&T regarding |
the corporation’s role in the National Security Agency’s war-
raniless spying on Intermet and telephone communications.
Wiche is the primary author and key strategist of the 50-page
briel the EFF will present to the court this month, arguing
that a law giving retroactive immunity 1o carriers in the gov-
ernment’s surveillance program, signed by President Bush in
Juby, i unconstitutional, “We could not do this case without
Rick,” say=s Cindy A. Cohin, legal direcior of the EFE which
lights for citizen's online rights. "He ook the lead on the
separation of powers and due process arguments. This
motion will determine whether AT&T and the other phone
carriers are going 0 be held accountable for violating their
customers’ trest and privacy.” Wicle has also provided advice
over the past seven vears to the Center for Biological Diver-
sty on g varety of ongoing environmenial cases. He repre-
sented the center and one of its members in lidgatkon against
an Altamont wind farm, handling the briefing, the wrial, and
the appeal. @
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